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CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES. 


Reverend Fathers, 


Have of late been very often admoniſhed ; To leave the 

Church of England, and embrace the communion of the Church 

of Rome. When I have firſt made my acknowledgment 

for the kindneſs of 'your frequent viſits; I do then preſume, 
with an honeſt plainneſs, thus to declare myſelf. 

Your deſign is to perſuade me to change my religion. Now 
We countrymen, you know, do love a ſaving bargain. If there- 
fore I ſhould be a Roman Catholic, what ſhall I be the better for't? 
What real benefit and advantage ſhall I get by ſuch a change ? 

And here pray do not miſtake me, 

It is not any temporal advantage that I expect, by the pro- 
fefſion either of yours, or any other religion. If my religion 
is my intereſt, I do then bleſs God for it ; and haye cauſe to be 


A truly 
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truly thankful, that he gives me ſuch an eaſy and comfortable 
paſſage through this vale of tears, But if the free public exer- 
ciſe of my religion is not confiſtent with my worldly intereſt, 
but doth expoſe me to ſufferings and troubles ; I muſt then re- 
member that I am a chriſtian, And as ſuch muſt chearfully 
take up my croſs, and follow my bleſſed Saviour: the captain of 
our ſalvation, who was made perfect through ſufferings. Who when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatned 
not; but committed himſelf to him that judgetb righteouſly, 1 Pet. 

5 that in ſhort, When I do aſk you; What real benefit and 
advantage I ſhall get by being a Roman Catholic? My meaning is 
plainly this. That fince the end of our faith, 1s the ſalvation of 
our ſouls : Shall I find better and more certain directions in the 
Church of Rome, how to fave my ſoul, than the Church of 

England can pretend to give me ? | 

| Particulary ; 2 

Can the Church of Reme more diſtinctly explain the articles 
of the creed, and will ſhe give me a better interpretation of the 
holy ſcriptures, out of which the creed is taken ? Will ſhe bet- 
ter direct me how to ſubdue my vicious Inclinations? How to. 
procure pardon of my fins ; and obtain the fayour of God? If 
ſo, if theſe things can be ſolidly proved; it is then both my 
intereſt and duty to leave the Church of England, and embrace 
the communion of the Church of Rome, 

Now in order to my ſatisfaction, I muſt needs grant you have 
often told me, That the Church of Rome ig infallible; and that 
neither the Church of England, nor any other Proteſtant Church 
can pretend to be ſo, And then you have with great triumph 
demanded, Whether is not moſt prudent, to ſubmit myſelf to 
an infallibe guidance? Tb ET Harty 


To 
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To which I do thus humbly reply. 

You fay, fathers, that the Church of Rome is infallible; But 
pray how do you prove it? And let me ſo far beg your favour, as 
not to think me impertinent, whilſt I put this task upon you. 
For though you may perhaps blame it as too much confidence 
in a catholic of yours to ask queſtions upon this point, and may 
require an entire ſubmiſſion, rather than allow him to put in a 
why or wherefore, or truſt his ſenſes, or conſult his reaſon beyond 
your allowance; yet we, call us what you pleaſe for it, cannot 
forego that right we have as men to examine a doctrine before 
we receive it for a divine truth. We naturally take this courſe 
in all weighty matters. And fince I reſolve (and I believe. you'll 
ſay *tis but reaſon I ſhould) not to buy or ſwap a horſe unleſs I 
ſee and try him. I pray, why ſhould I forego my religion, or 
take up yours upon truſt ? 

Pardon me, Sirs, I am more tender of my foul than to be fo 
impoſed on. I do therefore again very bluntly demand, How 
do you prove, that tbe Church of Rome 7s infallible ? 

And for your encouragement, permit me further to tell you ; 
That it is your intereſt, as well as mine, to prove it at this time. 
For you have a great work lies upon you; even the converſion 
of three kingdoms. And though the labourers are not few, yet 
the harveſt is great, It will thefore be your prudence, to fix. 
upon this ſhort and compendious method. 

The particular points in controverſy betwixt us, you know, 
are many. And it would take up a long time diſtinctly to de- 
bate them. But if you can convince me, that your Church is 
infallible; you will then make ſhort work on't and prove them 
all at once. 

For if your Church cannot err, it muſt then be acknowleg'd 
that ſhe hazh not erred, And conſequently, whatever ſhe hath 
A 2 propoſed. 
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propoſed as an article of faith, it ought to be received as ſuch. 
So that prove this, and al/s your own. 

Now in order to my conviction, let us diſtinctly examine 
what this 7nfa/lzbility doth ſignify. Which I hope doth not 
work by way of charm; but if there is ſuch a priviledge in 
your church, doubtleſs it admits of a rational explication. 

And though I find it very difficult to underſtand your diſcourſes 
about this matter (which are ſo various and uncertain, expreſſed 
with ſuch diffidence and caution, that I can ſcarce think you be- 
lieve it yourſelves) yet if there is any ſenſe in this propoſition, 
The Church of Rome zs infallible, it muſt then denote one of 
theſe wo things: 


1. The indefeftibility and duration, or 
2. The infallible direction of that Church. 


If only the former; then the 7nfallib:lity of the Church of 
Rome doth ſignify no more than this, vig. 
It is a certain infallible truth; that the Church of Rome ſhall 
never be extinct, ſhall never ceaſe to be a Church. Chriſt hath 
built her upon the roch; and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt her. | 

To which interpretation of your infallibility I make bold t to 
reply theſe 749 things. 


I. 1f 1s not true. 
2. It is not ſufficient, 


As to the firſt; There are indeed many comfortable promiſes z 
that the Church cat holic ſhall: never be extinct. Chriſt hath 
promiſed to be always with ber to the end of the world. And the 
gates of hell (or of death) ſhall not prevail againſt ber. 1. e. 

Maugre 
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Maugre all the malice of men and devils, the Church of Chriſt 
ſhall never wholly be deſtroyed. True religion ſhall never be 
ſo far driven out of the world, but that it ſhall always have, 
ſome where or other, ſome that believe and profeſs it in all 
things neceſſary to ſalvation. 

But pray, fathers, What's this to the Church of Rome. 

For though it is the noted miſtake of your writers, to call 
the Church of Rome the Church catholic (and then to apply all 
the promiſes of protection and preſervation to her as ſuch) yet 
this is only their own confident ſuppoſal, without the leaſt man- 
ner of proof, 

Indeed the Church of Rome ſo far as ſhe is orthodox and holds 
the Catholic faith, ſo far ſhe may be truly called a catholic 
Church. Bat ſo likewiſe may the Church of England, the Church 
of Denmark, or any other particular Church. But now to aſ- 
ſert ; that the Church of Rome (though ſhe were as catholic in 
her doctrine as ſhe can pretend) is the catholic Church, excluſive 
of all others (beſides the uncharitableneſs of the opinion) is as 
great an impropriety of ſpeech as to affirm ; that a part is the 
whole, Or, that one /ngle member, ſuppoſe a hand or a foot, 
is the whole body. 

Now that the Church of Rome is but a particular Church (a 
branch and member of the Church catholic, and as ſuch may 
ceaſe and be extinct, as any other particular Church may) is 
plainly determined by St. Paul. Rom. 11. 18, 20, 21. Boat 
not againſt the branches: but if thou boaſt, thou beareſt not the 
root, but the root thee Be not high-minded, but fear. For if 
God ſpared not the natural branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare 
not thee, 

In ſhort. The Church of Rome hath no ſpecial promiſe or 
priviledge, above other particular Churches, of immunity from 


falling ; either from the purity of faith, or the whole faith "ee. 
B 
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If there is ſuch a priviledge or promiſe, let it chen be pro- 
duced, and I ſhall with the greateſt ſubmiſſion beg pardon for 
this miſtake. 
But ſuppoſe this expoſition of your infallibility were true, yet 


2. It is not ſufficient; as not anſwering thoſe ends, for which 
this privilege in your Church is pretended. 

For let it be granted; that the Church of Rome is not only 
a true Church at preſent, but alſo ſhall ſtill ſo continue to the 
end of the world. What then ? 

Will you thence infer, that the members of the Church of 
England are obliged to ſeparate from their own Church, and 
embrace the communion of the Church of Rome? 

As mean as my education hath been, I _ you do not fancy, 

that I am thus to be impoſed on. 
For even my ſlender capacity can eafily apprehend, that to 
prove the neceſſity of ſuch a ſeparation, you muſt not only tell 
me, that the Church of Rome is a Church (for ſo likewiſe is the 
Church of England) but you ought further to conſider the merits 
of the cauſe itſelf, by examining, the ' pretended: defects of the 
Church of England on one hand; and the pretended: Priviledges 
of the Church of Rome on the other. Of which I ſhall add 
nothing further at preſent. But ſhall only defire you to obſerve; 
that a true Church may be @ corrupt Cburch. As a man may be 
truly a man, and yet may be very darigerouſly-ſick. / 

But will you thence affirm, becauſe. ſuch a poor patient Rill 
retains the eſſence and being N a man, that it is therefore my 
duty to change condition with him? If you and J were in two 
boats, and yours let the water in to the hazard of your life, can 
you think it fit that I ſhould run out of my own into yours, be- 
cauſe you could aſſure me it was a true boat or * a boat ſtill? 


The 
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The . eber is Ne and pray, Fathers, make it to your- 
ſelves. 

I hope you are now fully d chat this firſt notion of 
infallibility will do you little ſervice. Let us therefore proceed. 
to examine the, ' 

Second, viz. The infallible direction of the Church of Rome. 
Which your writers do commonly thus explain. 

That ſince the wiſdom ' of God, for the direction of his Church 
in n faith and worſhip, hath revealed his will in ſcripture and tra- 
dition; and fince both ſcripture and tradition are liable to be miſ- 
under/lood, and the ſenſe of them miſtaken : to ſecure chriſtians 
from error, there is a living infallible judge, conſtituted and ap- 
pointed by Jeſus Chriſt, to determine all contreverfies in matters of 
faith; and to explain all difficult places of ſcripture. And that 
thoſe, and thoſe only, who ſubmit themſelves to this infallible judge, 
are the. true members of the catholic Church : But that all others, 
whether Proteſtants, Hugonots, or however elſe denominated, who 
refed? this judge, are heretics and ſchiſmatics.. _ 

This is the ſubſtance, of what your authors ſay on this occa- 
ſion. Particularly a late treatiſe, called ſeek and you ſhall find : 
printed by H. Hills, permiſſu ſuperiorum, doth declare, pag. 6, 
&« It is manifeſt this bare writing (the ſcripture) without ſome 
living Judge to interpret it, can never end controverſies, nor ſe- 
te curely teſtify to us what we muſt, adhere to in caſe of difficulties 
« ariſing. from the meaning of the words, It remains then neceſ- 
« ſary there ſhould be ſome, ſupreme judge or court of judicature, 
«  among/t them who have embraced that religion; to the ſentence 
« of — every one muſt. be obliged to ſubmit, and conſequently 
« it muſt be ſecured from error in it.” 

It ſeems. then, fathers, an infallible judge is neceſſary upon 


theſe two accounts, 1, To interpret the ſcripture, 2, To end. 
controverſies, 
B 2 That 
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That I may therefore neither vreſt the ſcriptures to my o 
deſtruction; nor make a ſchiſm in the Church, by holding any 
doctrine contrary to the catholic faith; pray, fathers, reſolve 
me ; wpo is this infallible judge; that ſo upon occaſion I may 
conſult him? Who is this unerring guide; that ſo I may ſubmit 
my ſelf to his conduct? Pray give me a diſtinct and particular 
anſwer to this important queſtion. And do not any longer tri- 
fle with me in ſo weighty a concern. Do not think to ſatisfy 
my ſcruples by affirming ; that it is ſufficient, for ſuch an ig- 
norant man as I am, to know; that the Church is infallible z 
and that all further i inquiries are wholly needleſs in ſo plain a 
matter. 

I ſay this is not ſufficient, unleſs you can particularly re- 
ſolve me; who it is that hath the eee of this unn 
in your Church. 

Tell me therefore diſtinctly; who 7s this infallible gu ide? 
Where may I find him? And that * e is pertinen and 
proper, I do thus convince you. 

Suppoſe I am travelling to a certain town : and: do aſk the 
next man I meet, which is the right way? who tells me it's a 
very croſs road to find, and I may eaſily miſs it. But, faith he, 
though I cannot direct you my ſelf, yet there is a man lives in 
that village, who knows every ſtep ſo exaQtly ; that if you take 
him for your guide, you cannot poſhbly be miſtaken, 

Pray, friend, fay I, at what houſe doth this honeſt man-live? 
What is his name:? How may I come to the ſpeech of him? 
What manner of man is he, ſhould 1 happen to meet him? 
Nay ! faith he, E know nothing of all that, but ves muſt find 
him as you can. 

. Now ſuppoſe every man in the village Werd me the ſame wiſe 
anſwer, what an admirable direction Would this prove 2 = | 
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This is our very caſe, 

We are all ſtrangers and pilgrims in this world : travelling 
towards that happy place; the heaventy Jeruſalem. For direc- 
tion in our journey, God hath given us a chart or map, the 
HoLy SCRIPTURES. Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye 


think ye have eternal life, and they are they which teſtify of me. 
John v. 39. 

But now the Church of Rome tells me, that theſe ſcriptures 
are a very imperfect and uncertain direction: in which there are 
| Jome things hard to be underſtood, which the unlearned and unſta- 

ble wreſt to their own deſtruction. 

And therefore I am admoniſhed, not to meddle with theſe 
ſcriptures myſelf, which are very dangerous things, but to re- 
ſign both them and my own judgment into the hands of the 
Church, and then I am ſafe. For the Church being infallible, 
can infallibly interpret all difficult places of ſcripture : and can 
furniſh me with ſuch a guide as will certa:nly direct me. 

Upon this peremptory ſummons, it is my repeated requeſt; 
that you would particularly inſtruct me in a matter of ſuch great 
concernment. 

Tell me diſtinctly who this guide is, and I do again faith- , 
fully promiſe to reſign myſelf to his conduct. 

For I do firmly aſſure you, fathers, I am ſo far from de- 
clining conviction (the uſual objection againſt Proteſtants) that 
I have diligently inquired after this znfa//zble guide in all places, 
and in all companies. I have not only propoſed this queſtion 
to the learned men of your Church in perſonal diſcourſe ; but 
have. alſo given myſelf the freedom to read ſuch of your au- 
thors, as I thought moſt likely to inſtruct me. More eſpecially 
T have had the curioſity to read the ſtories of your eminent con- 
verts, \Who'generally pretend to have left the Church of _ 

| nog) 007 and, 
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land, for want of ſuch an infallible guide, which they fancy to 
have found in the Church of Rome. 
Mater Waddefworth complains to his old friend Br/hop Bedell, 
that this, amongſt other motives, did occaſion him to forſake 
the Church of England, viz. the want of a certain, human, ex- 
ternal, infallible judge to interpret ſcripture, - and define queſti ons 
of faith without error. p. 328. And Mr. Creſſy gives this rea- 
fon of his converſion to Rome ; becauſe the Church of England 
is a failable and a fallible Church. Append. to Exomol. p. 480. 

Now fince Mr. Creſy doth more particularly treat of the in- 
fallibility of the Church of Rome (it being the whole deſign of 
his Exomologefis to explain and defend it) I did with great ex- 
actneſs obſerve that diſcourſe.) Wherein I could not but take. 

rticular notice of theſe memorable words. p. 50 r. 

e hen it is ſaid, The Church is infalhble, though this be 
« commonly underſtood of all the whole Church in general; yet, 
« when we fay, ſhe is an infallible guide; it is mot ordinarily 
e underſtood of the Church, ſpeaking by ſome e of wa Perſon o or. 
© perſons, repreſenting the whole Body.“ 

Here, fathers, I did rationally expect; that Mr. Creſfſy ſhould 
have particularly declared; who this infallible repreſentative is. 

What a fair opportunity was here offered diſtinctly to inſtruct 
us in this weighty matter? And therefore you muſt needs oy 
me to be ſurprized at his following conceſſion. 


« About this repreſentative there is diverſity of Aer me 
e Catholics.” 


Which in plain terms is this, Catholics are not yet agreed aoho 
is this infallible guide. 


And now, fathers, pray conſider how you have trifled with 
me. 


You call hard upon me, to leave the Church of Eniglond;" 1 
aſk you, why ? Becauſe otherwiſe, ſay you, you cannot hope to 


be 
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be ſaved. For without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; and 
the Church of England hath no faith. 

But why, fathers, hath ſhe no faith ? Doth ſhe not believe 
the antient creeds? And doth ſhe not acknowledge thoſe very 
ſcriptures out of which thoſe creeds are taken ? 

That's true. But, alas! theſe ſignify nothing. Becauſe ſhe 
hath no infallible guide to direct her, how to underſtand theſe 
ſcriptures, or to interpret thoſe creeds, I do then demand; 
where ſuch a guide may be found? You ſay, in the Church of 
Rome. I do next very pertinently aſk you; who ig this unerring 
guide; that ſo, by ſubmitting myſelf to his directions, J may re- 
cei ve the. benefit of his condutt ? | 

And what ſhuffling anſwers you do give me to ſo. plain a 
queſtion, I am even aſtoniſhed to repeat, 

And now, fathers, though what I have already propoſed is 
too juſt a prejudice againſt your Church (for if you cannot agree 
amongſt yourſelves, there is little hope you ſhould ſatisfy me) 
yet further to convince you, how deſirous I am, if poſſible, of 
an happy accommodation, I do thus proceed in my inquiry. 
Lou have already granted, 

That this infallible guide is ſome authoriſed perſon or perſons 
repreſenting the whole body. 

Let us therefore impartially examine, who is this infallible 
repreſentative in your Church ? 

Which certainly can be no other but one of theſe 749. 


1. His holineſs the Pope, Or, 
2. A General Council. 


As to the fir/t; I have been told that though the Jeſuits, the 
Canoniſts, and ſuch like court-paraſites, have ſaid much for it, 
yet it is generally eſteemed, by the more ſober and * wr 
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tholics, a very weak and ungrounded opinion 3 and as ſuch is 
uſually rejected. 
| Wherein the Parisr REPRESENTED (who I ſuppoſe fpeaks 


the ſenſe of your whole party here } in England ) doth thus fully 


inſtruct us, p. 42. 


*© Though ſome do allow him (the Pope) the aſſiſtance of 
« a divine infollibility, without being 1 in a general council, yet 
« he is fatisfied, tis only their opinion, and not their faith. 


«© There being no bl g. on rom the Church, of N to any 
e ſuch doctrine.“ | 


From whence I do A 

That a Papiſt truly repreſented | is ſatisfied ; the Pope is not 
infallible. And indeed, fathers, ſo am 1. Thus far then we 
are agreed. 


Let us now proceed with the ſame candour to examine the 
pretences of a general council. ; 


Which I might very briefly, and 15 very effectually thus diſ 
* 


1. If general councils confirmed by the pope have aQually 
erred, 


2. If general councils confirmed by popes, ni made defi- 
nitions and decrees plainly contradictory one to the other. 

3. If a general council confirmed by one pope, hath been 
condemn'd by a general council, ' confirmed by another pope : 
then, fathers, I hope you will be forced to acknowledge, unleſs 
contradictions can be true, that a N council is not infallible. 


As to the truth of theſe particulars ; the divines of the Church 
of England have clearly proved them to you, beyond poſſibility 


of areply. And are till ready to refreſh your memories when 
you ſhall deſire it. 


As 
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As to myſelf, becauſe ſuch enlargement doth require more 

Fill, in ecclgſaſtical ſtory, and the records of the Church, than 

can be expected from a perſon of my mean capacity; I ſhall 

therefore wave that kind of proof. And ſhall thus give you 
my thoughts, in a more plain and familiar manner. 

Lou ſay, fathers, that a general council is this infallible 
judge, this unerring guide, Let me therefore aſk you this ſhort 
queſtion : _ et” 

Is there any general council at this day actually now fitting, 
in any part of the chriſtian world? | 

I am ſure you cannot pretend that there is. And if not, then 
there is no living infallible guide in the preſent Church of Rome. 

I have propoſed'this ſcruple to ſome of your learned men; 


and the anſwer they have returned is this (which if you do not- 
like, pray give me a better) vig. That though there is no coun- 


cil actually now fitting, as to their perſons; yet there are many 


councils ſtill extant in their doctrines : Thoſe reverend fathers 


do ſtill live in their canons and decrees ; which being committed 
to writing by faithful ſcribes and notaries ; and authentic copies 
thus taken, they were thence publiſhed for the direction of the 
Church in all ſucceeding ages. 

To which I do thus humbly reply. 

How often, fathers, have you told us; That no meer writing 
can be à judge (this being the very reaſon why you deny that 


capacity to the holy ſcriptures.) 


« For by a judge, all wiſe men underſtand a perſon endued 


«© with life and reaſon ; able to hear, to examine, to declare his 
e mind to the diſagreeing parties: Which no meer writing, 
« which is deaf, dumb, and inanimate can be able to do.” 
Vid. Charity maintained by Catholics. cap. 2. F. 3. p. 42. 


So that theſe canons being but a writing, they may indeed 


be a rule, but they cannot be a judge. 
| C And 
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And hereupon, for my better fatiofation, pray reſolye me 
theſe . 


I, Suppoſe a controverſy ſhould. ariſe about hes canons. of any. 
council, how and in what ſenſe they are to be underſtood ; can 
ſuch decrees determine themſelves and explain their own 
meaning ? | 1 2 | 

If fo, then 

2. Why muft not the ſame priviledge be granted to the boly 
ſcriptures ? Why cannot the writings of God judge and deter- 
mine controverſies, as well as the writings of men; 

3. Whether cannot the ſpirit of God, by which the 1 
were indicted, expreſs his mind as a and n as the 
fathers of jy council ? 


But now if you : are forced to grant (and I do not ſee how | 
you can avoid it) that when the decrees of any council ſhall be 
controverted, there muſt be ſome living judge to determine ſuch 
difference: I am then ſtill to ſeek, what I doubt I ſhall never 

ind. For after all this ſearch ; and the moſt ſtrict and diligent 
attention to your learned in ſtructions; the ſubſtance of what 
you have ſaid in the matter is no more than this. 

The Church of Rome is infallible. 

That's certain. Tis bereſy to doubt it. 

But what this infallibility fignifies? Whence you 888 
had it? Or, where we Proteſtants (who are ſo much upbraided 
with the want of it) may find it? 

What controverſies hath it decided? What texts of ſcripture 
hath it explained ? What differences hath it compoſed ? 5 

Theſe, fathers, are ſome of thoſe queſtions, which at Your, 
beſt leiſure 1 deſire you to. reſolve me. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


DOME papers having lately paſed, betwixt à Romiſh Mif- 
ſioner and a Country Parſon, it may not be improper ſo far 
to \gratify tbe reader's curiofity, as to acquaint him with the oc- 
of hem... Which Would thus briefly be repreſented under the. 


title of -- 


| The ARGUMENT. 
1 rieſt 3 wearied with the noiſe and hurry of 


the town, for his diverſion and health, retires into the 
country. Where obſerving a farmer, in a pleaſant field holding 
his plough, in hopes of a convert he enters into a cloſe diſ- 
courſe with him. The ploughman at firſt is much ſtartled with his 
addreſs; and fenceth as well as his mother-wit will allow him; 
and gives very good reaſon (according to ſome directions received 


from his parſon) why he ought not to engage in diſcourſes of 


that nature. Till at laſt, conquered by the civility or importu- 
nity of the prieſt, he admits the debate. And to bring the 
matter to a ſhort iſſue, the farmer puts him to prove the nfal- 
libility of his Church. And withal defires him particularly to 
inform him; Who is this living infallible Judge, that ſo 5 9 

occaſion, 


| 
C 
1 


( 4 ) 
occaſion he may conſult him? Who is this unerring guide, that 


ſo he may ſubmit himſelf to his conduct? Wherein the prieſt 
not being able to give him any tolerable ArStaction Org? at 205 


man is ſo far from embracing the communion 
Rome, that he is more 1 and x ae to hs Church a 
England than he was before. And in charity to the reſt of his 
brethren, of the ſame capacity with himſelf (by the advice and 
with the direction pf his anſon) he the ſubſtance of 
the conference under the title of, Ne Plain Man's Reply to the 
Catholic Miffionaries, Which together with the forementioned 
directions of his parſon, called; The Country Parſon's' Admonition 
to his Pariſhioners, was ſo diſpleafing to the Romi/h' party 
that they have publiſhed a pretended confutation of them bo 
titled, The Plain Man's Anſwer to his Country Parſons \)Admp- 
nition. Together with the Miſfioner's Anſwer, to the Plain Man's 
Reply. To the former of theſe an anſwer hath been lately pub- 
liſhed, with this title, viz. AI Defence of the Country Parſon's 
Admonition againſt the Exceptions f the Plain Man's Anſwer. 
And a Reply to the latter, being a full vindication of the Plgin 
Man againſt the Mifioner, 1s 5 attempted gh this N 
diſcourſe, ” 


7644 


UPON THE 
MISSIONERS ANSWER. 


Pariſhioner of mine, an honeſt Plain Man, was prevailed 
upon by the importunity of others, to hearken to the 
whiſpers of a Romiſh prieſt. Who ſuggeſted to him, that as 
without-faith there is no falvation, ſo without infallibility there 
is no faith; and that this infallibility ! is only to be found in 
the Church of Rome. 

The Plain Man, with whom ſaying and doing are two things, 
very bluntly demands; how it appears that the Church of Rome 
is infallible ? And defires the prieſt to give him in writing one or 
to of his beſt arguments, and then promiſeth to conſider them at 
his leiſure. Country Parſon's Admonition. pag. 7. 

The Miſſioner affures him, he can prove by undeniable Ar- 
guments ; that the Church of Rome is infallible, Which he 
will undertake in this method. By ſhewing, 

2 | Ny « 1, What 


(6) 

« 1, What is meant by the Church of Rome. 

«2, What 13 -meant -by -mfoltote To DLDDTTLTTS 

3. From whence the Church of Rome had this infallibility, 
„ 4, How they prove it. 

« 5. Where we may find this Church, 

« 6, And laſtly, How ue may know when ſhe ſpeaks to us, 
cc and what ſhe teacheth, Miſſioner's Anſwer, pag. 9. 


"Tis Hes being ſent. ta- Ae) Plöhn Mah e "gives if & hid 


Parſon, and defires his judgment of it : intimating further, that 
the Miſſioner thinks theſe arguments very convincing, and there- 
fore expects an anſwer to them. pag. 21. 
Now in order to the Plain Man's ſatisfaction (and the Miſ- 
foner? 's alſo. if he pleaſe, to accept it) Ido thus gg 6 chat 
in its owt method, © . 10 
And frf# 1 am not ſatisfied with his ii of the 
Church of Rome, viz. 
By the Church of Rome we do not mean the particular 
« dioceſe of Rome, or any particular church or aſſembly, but 
« the Catholic, Church ſpread over the face of the whole world, 
ce in communion with 95 Biſhop of Nome, the ſupreme paſtor 
of the Church of Chriſt. Mz/foner's amſiver, p. 95 A on 
In this deſcription here are three 1 n 


$ * 


1 That the Church of ans - is "the beid- Ghurthr!: =uld 137 
* 05 That the W of Rome ts the Jupremte Pe. of the Church 
of _ Chriſt, 

3. That the cotlabc Church, for ead ober the ** of the whale 
world, is in communion with the Map f Rem: 


The r former are deny 4; therefore 1 expe & their: 3 
And the. third muſt not be granted without its =  explication. 
1. As 


(#) 
1. As to the firſt, the Plain Man hath told him; that though 
it is the noted miſtake, of ſome writers, to call the Church 


of Rome the Churchi catholic (and then to! a apply all the pro- 


e mites; of protection and ꝓreſetvation to her as ſuch) yet this 
« js only their own confident ſuppoſal, {4s the lat man- 
ger of proof. Plain alſam s Reply, p 
Being thus admoniſhed, hy did not "hy. aleſt 8 this 
opaſition wherein his canſe is ſo much concern d? Nay,! why 
did he thus prevaricate in omitting to do it, d ſo: fair fu o- 
* ion was offer My No 0 JIG „ei dor 
zu ſeveral texts of ſediptute: (of which more eaten): Ss 
* by the Miſſioner, to prove the Ace of the Church of 
Rome, the Plain Man thus replies. 
5 L. müfd confeſs theſe are great priviledges, but 1 have. been 
0 gold theſe belong to the mniverſal Clnupoh.! r of all 
68. Chriſtians) 80 that if you can ſhewme :: 
That theſe — were made to the acl Church, 
4 or, r that be il the only true Church of | Obrist, I on moſt wil- 
lingly hear you.“ Miſioner's Anſwer p. 14. 
This demand Was rational and 0 the e r 0 which the 
Miſhywr inakes this'anfmer, d bas 5. 21e 9600 
This may be eafily made clear to wok; if - 510 ds but re⸗ 
member what 1 told you we mean by the 7 ka catholic 
o 1 W I 
What was it that he had told him? Even this {but then 
1 muſt take it upon his word) the Churth:of Rome is the ca- 
thulic Church. And further this deponent faith not. 
Now in kindneſs to this Miſſioner (that I may direct him in 
his proof, which III aſſure him is expected from him) 1 ſhall 
a little move diſtinctly examine this matte. 
Whoever ſhall retend to prove that Wo Church. of Rome! is 
the catholic/Church, ' he muſt conſider, > 
| D 1' The 


„ 


*. * 1 3 4 
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(3) 

a The nature of the chriftian Church! n 
2. He muſt examine, why and upon what account the chrif- 
* Church is ſtiled catbolig. And from thence he will be 
prepared to determine; "whether the Church of Nome is the ca- 
-tholic Churc g. bio two ioc yino ei“ 

As to the nature of the chiiftidn Chürch, the Trent cate- 
I out of St.” Auguſtine, doth thus inſtruct us 1 81 

| Etclefia eff populus Fidel per univerſum orbem dperſus, Cut. 
"Rin: #10! 012107 Seb ay 2nirtimo Oi olga 31yg 207 2 bib 

The chriſtian Church is, The company of bo levers: % "4 of 
out new profeſing th the W of Giro ) Ae and n all 


SY.) ] 43, 01.) 2 * 19616 111 94 2111 


* this Church is ſtiled catholic 3 in theſe Zwo'r r we 
1. With reſpect to rbe per fous: zul make this pro Who 
are not now confined to one nationp or dimited tod ons people, 
as the Jewiſh Church was. Bur in xder lamtu, be rhar fiareth 
God, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted 'with him cl Hence St. 
Auguſtine, Ep. 170. tells us: The Church: is called. Catholic, be- 
cauſe it is Heek. gu the chbole d.. c wed vigil 
21 1 20 Withoreſpetb go the faith duluch is prof fed bum for Tarho- 
lic is the — 1 found and ort hdr. In which ſenſe arri 
cular churches, and the biſhops of thoſe churches, in antient 
wrritings; are often ſtiled catholic ;'tin oppoſition to heretics and 
ſchiſmatics. F. & git 
Now in vchether of theſe t]. reſpects Wall this Miffioier pre- 
tend, that the Church of) Rowe is the chtholie Church! 

1. Will he affirm that ſhe is catholid noith reſpect to the peiſono 
abo make this profeſſion?: Then, ſhe is the whole Church. Then, 
there is no 9 — Church but the Roman (taking in thoſe other 
churches which ſubmit to her authority). In / ſhort; then the 
Roman -cathiolias hi, make profeſſion of cee and 


Na are no other chriſtians n we world but Papiſts. 
If 


I this be his albaning; for his cdnnadtert, let me then deſire 
him to reſolve me. 

When any member of 5 Church af England i is el 
as they above it, to the Church of Nome; Was that {2 oe 
before his reconciliation;) a member of the Church of Chr:/?, o 
was he not? Was hea chriſtian, or was he not? If not, Why 
then do they not admit him into the Church by baptiſm ? 

But if this Miſſioner is forced to grant; chat ſuch a convert 
was a chriſtian, and a member of the Church of Chriſt even 
dafuer Roman-catholic ; then, there are other Chriſ- 
tians beſides Papiſts; and there are other Churches beſides the 
Roman. Then the Church of Nome is not the hole Church; 
„ 04 n this firſt Tenſe, of the word, is not the ca- 

lie Church. But, 

ui 2. Will this Nlifhoner pretend, that the Church of an 15 
the calboliò Church, in che her e of the, word, TX ound 
and on- ,,: ni own 0 

If this be his peoject tid 8 that he prepare us an 
anſwwer to that lange bill of indictment, Which the reformed 

_ writers have prefer d againſt her. And when he ſhall have given | 
_ ns. ſatisfattion, as to all thoſe errors and corruptions with which | 
ſhe is charged; as for inſtance, the ſacriſice of the maſs, tran- 
fubſtantiation, 'baif-communion, prayers in an unkniwn tongue, 
4061 hip of images, invacation , ſaints; purgatiry. ond prayers 

For: tbe dead, &. then and not till then, we may grant; that 

the Church of Rems is Uatbolic in this ſecond: lenſe of che word: 

And that ſhe is a ſound and orthodox church. 

And ſo I leave him to this defence (Which by may prepare at 

his leiſure) and proceed to conſider! his ſecond ſuppoſition, vig. 

2. That ile b1ſhop 'of Rome is the pane T {i aro Church 
. Urnen to Loncttgiq 1 6 bob 54 
0 Ia niht It This 
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610) 
This is the fundamental article of the Remiſh faith. And 
yet there is not one word of it in the apoſtles: creed, whichiis 
the ſum of the cbriſtian faith. No nor yet in the Holy erbte, 
out of which that creed was taken 
That de facto this Ne was not granted to the biſhops 
of Rome, in the fir. and pureſt ages of the Church, but that 
their encroachments were {till oppoſed; is moſt evidently ſhewed 
by the learned Dr. Cave, in A . en ebe Go- 
vernment of the: Antient Cbur cd. illi WEN 
"That the Bricomic Churches were. ever ert from all 
fore reign juriſdiction for the firſt fix hundred years, and fo ought 
to continue (if this Miſſioner will be ſo rabdeſt as to hearken to 
inſtruction) the renowned archbiſhop! Brambal. hath 
proved 3594 A414) 


And therefore; if profperous uſurpation may delledlled f in 


queſtion, I. would aſk Quo jure? This ſupreinacy of the pope 
whence was it? From heaven or of men? Who gave him this 
authority, to rule and govern; the whole Church of Chriſt ? 
Their uſual 1 for ſuch exorbitant power, is known to 
de this, GA, oel nite Du nad Anisge b 2 Foal £29317 
That our bleſſed Savtour, before: bis aſcinſon, did conflatute St. 
peter his vicar, deputy; and vicegerent; and as ſuch gude bim a 
monarchical ſupremacy and juriſdiction over the reſt of the apoſtles, 
and the 1 In . 4 eee oo . and 


jor (fy 
th + biſhop of pat 1 ) FA a 8 1 MD 
This is their been which Shove 
propoſitions muſt be-eſtabliſhed, i © vol Its 1 
I. That St. Peter had à primacy over the polls, 
2. That this primacy ck include a ſupremacy of e Del 
dominion or juriſdiction over the apoſtles, 


* 


3. That 


(1x) 
3. That St. Peter's primacy with its rights and prerogatives 
was not perſonal, but derivable to his ſucceſſors, 
4. That St. Peter was biſhop of Rome, and continued till 
his death in poſſeſſion of that office. 
5. That the biſhops of Rome, as ſucceſſors of St. Peter (ac- 

* * to Gods inſtitution and by original right derived thence) 

ſhould have an univerſal ſupremacy and juriſdiction over the 

chriſtian Church. | 

6. That in fact the Roman biſhops continually fram St. Pe- 
ters time have enjoyed and exerciſed this ſovereign power. 

7. That this power is indefectible and unalterable. 

Theſe are the pillars. of the Romiſb cauſe. And therefore if 
this Miſſioner will be ſhewing his ſkill, let him practiſe upon 
theſe points. But when 5 attempts it, he ſhall find to his 
coſt, — the learned Dr. Barrow hath examined them before 
him ; in his excellent treatiſe of the * s Supremacy. To which 

I refer him. 

So much for that. 1 am next to examine his third ſuppoſi- 

tion; vig. f 
3. That the catholic Church, read over the 9 5 of the whole 

world, 5s in-communion with the biſhop , Rome. 

Io determine this matter, we muſt conſider the nature of 
church-communion. Of which briefly thus. 
Church-communion, to ſpeak properly, doth chiefly reſpect 

the univerſal Church. For to be in communion-with the Church, 

it is to be a member of the Church catholic; in plain terms it is 
to be a chriſtian ; as we were made by baptiſm, the ſeal of the 
new covenant. Into which covenant. being thus admitted, we 
are united to the whole Church. And by virtue of this union, 
as:church-members, have a common right to all church-privi- 
ledges and bleſfings, and a common > obligation: to all church- 
1 and duties. 12 1 
e 


6 i ) 

The which communion (or communication) in religious du- 
ties, though it be limited and reſtrained, in the uſe and exer- 
ciſe of it, to particular churches and congregations (for all chri- 
ſtians in the world cannot meet together) yet all ſuch acts of 
worſhi ip (as prayers, "ſacraments, Hearing the word, &c.) are per- 
formed by us, as members of the catholic Church. And there- 
fore we are obliged to communicate in theſe duties, not only 
with our own national Church, but alſo, if our occaſions do 
call us abroad, with any other Church in the world; eee 

that we' may do it upon catholic terms and conditions. 
Theſe things premiſed, we are now prepared to determine, 
how far tlie catholic church, ſpread over the face of the 3 
world, is in communion With the biſhop of Rome. 

Which will 'caftly be decided ah: obſerving,” chat there i 
two-fold" com munion. x art GY TIE 7% 91.31 15:1, U FIOU 

r. Of coordination of friendſhip,” wells cid u ert | 
2. Subordination or ſubjection. ML 1291 
As to the former we may ſafely affirm ; all the churches ! in 
the world are thus far in communion with the biſhop of Rome; 
that they may own Rim for a chriſtian biſhop; as acknowled g- 
ng the Church of Rome to be a true Church; though indeed a 

very corrupt Church. And if they do not communicate further 
with him, it is his own füulmmeee . 

But this it ſeems will not fatisfy this Miſſioner+- who! moſt 
vainly fancies that there is no eommunion without ſubjection. 
And that no Church can be in communion with the N 
of Rome, without ſubmitting! to her authority. 

When therefore it is affirmed; that the catholic Church is 
thus ſubject to the bifhop of Rome : if this Miffioner pleads z 
that 'de fatto all other: Churches are actually thus ſubſect; we 
then deny it; for the greater part of chriſtendom doth proteſt 
againſt the errors, and oppoſe the uſurpations of the _ of 

ome. 
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Rome. But if he contends that de jure they ought ſo to be, and 
that this Subjection is their duty, then let him prove it. 

What I have now ſaid, is ſufficient to convince this Miſſioner, 
of his miſtaken notion. of the Church of Rome. Which if he 
thinks fit to defend, he muſt then prove, 

1. That the Church of Rome 7s the catholic Church. i. e. Mo 
muſt convince us, either (1.) That ſhe is the whole Church, and 


that there is no other Church beſides her or elſe (2. ) That 
ſhe is the only true and orthodox Church. 

22. That the biſhop, of Rome is the from paſtor. of the Church 
of Chriſt. Which when he hath proved, I ſhall then grant him. 


3. That the catholic: Church ſpread over the ' face of the whole 
world, is in communion with, i. e. is ſubject to the biſhop of Rome. 

And here ſhould I now hold my pen, and proceed no further 
in my reflections, I have given this Miſſioner work enough. 

But if he will be ſo modeſt as to confeſs his miſtake, I'll 
help him to a better Genie of the Church of Rome, and leſs 


liable to exception, 


« By the eee we > do, not underſtand the pa articular 


x dioceſe of Rame; but we underſtand, that vaſtly 3 


* community of chriſtians which hold communion with the 
00 Church Rome, ſubmitting lr. to the biſhop of Rome 
eas to their head; ſo that 2 A he decrees wg a general 


cc council they embrace as. the, definition of the true Church, 


© which they hold, jnfallible.” Aeli of Queſtion, Sect. 17. 
P- 373: 


Had this Miſſioner been ſo prudent as to have ied this 
author a rc he was pleaſed to recommend for the Plain Man's 
ſatisfaction) we might then make ſhort work an t: and without 
furt er diverſion, might have 15 il to the frond! nQuys VIZ. 
2, What is meant by infallible oY 
Which he thus explains, 
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« By the word 7nfallibilifty we do not mean only indefeBtihj- 
« [if 255 duration, but an unerring direction in neceſſary points 
f faith, 80 chat when we ſay the Church (of Rome) is, in- 
cc « fallibl, we mein; that Almighty God hath given an atltho_ | 
te ritative power to the Church (of Rome to declare, in caſe of 


« differences, which is the faith which was once delivered to the 


« ſaints, Jude 3. 80 that in caſe of differences about the ſenſe 
« of ſcripture,” or any di revealed truths, the Church (of 
« Rome) is to decide the difference, and end the controverſy. 
« And to perform this, We fay, the is aſſiſted by the ſpirit of 
« Almighty God, who, as be hath ordained ba for Our di- 
« direction, fo he — her from erring whilſt ſhe. ditects. 
« Which aſſiſtance we call infallibility.“ Mz ue Wer, p. 10. 

This he endeavours to confitm, b 7 inquiring g thir 

«<2, From whence Fad. the ( the C of Rome ) 7 a 
« 'r;ty of unerring rade p. II. | 880 

To which he gives us this anſwer. 

« You muſt not think that the Church (of Rinte) 571 this 

te power from herſelf; for we' know that all men may fall; all 
„ communities and afferiblies ate ſubject to error and miſtakes 

„ where then' is the infullibiliy of oral tradition % But lie has 
« it from God himſelf; obo” 15 Faire @ and true to his en. 
Ibid. Bat, « 

. „ How goth it appear that the Church of Rome is Thus 
ec infallible, and that God hath made her theſe promiſes of un- 
« erring guidance “ Ibid. 
This he tells us, is evident from the plain teftitnonies of 
ee. holy ſcriptue, both old and new teſtament.” Id. 1 
Thus far J do readily ſubſcribe; that if che Church of None 
is infallible, ſhe muff have this priiledge from God Himſelf. 
And if there is ſuch a promiſe of unerring guidance it muſt be 
found in the holy ſcriptures. Sr 
Let 
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Let it therefore appear from thoſe ſacred writings, that God 
6 1 promiſed ſuch an unerring guidance to the Church of Rome, 
and I ſhall then diſpute no further, but ſubmit to her direction. 
Now to prove this 7nfallibility, this Miſſioner hath cited twenty 
places of ſcripture, which the Queſtion of; Queſtions tells him are in 
the bible. But how little they are to his purpoſe, I do thus en- 


deavour to convince him, by examining them in their order. 
His 74 9 is that noted 3 Deut. 7. 8, Sc. ram 


SS $$ hw 4 


To which I thus 9 5 

Both propoſitions, antecedent and 9 are falſe, 

And, int, it doth not appear from this place of ſcripture (nor 
indeed from any other) that the Jetiſh᷑ Church was infallible. 

From what circumſtance in this text will the Miſtioner infer 
ſuch a concluſion ? 155 { 

Was it 1. Becauſe in that Church them was a ſupreme court 

of judicature, from whence there was no appeal? Or 2. Becauſe 
tbe pri ets, the Levites, and the judge were to give ſentence? Or 
3. 2 it becauſe the contemner of 6615 Aimee was to be put 
( 
Nov if theſe paſſages do prove infallibility, there v was then | in- 
fallibility in the Hate as well as in the Church; in the judge, the 
civil magiſtrate. no leſs than the prieſt ; and in every inferior 
prieft as well;as the high-prieſt. 

But I need not inſiſt on chte ſuggeſtions ; ; fince there is no 
arguing againſt matter of fact. If therefore it doth appear, in 
any inſtance, that the Jewiſh Church (or the Roman) hath ac- 
tually erred ; tis too late to pretend that ſhe is infallible. 

To convince him that ſhe hath erred, I demand of this Miſ- 
Goner : The ſentence of the ſanhedrim, whereby our bleſſed Sa- 
viour was condemned as a blaſphemer, was it a juſt and legal 
E ſentence, 


(76) 

ſentence, or was it not? If not: Then the Jane nes, , which 

ounced it, was not infallible, And co equently this argu» 

— ſo triumphantly repeated, is utterly loft. 1 

But if this Miſſioner dares pretend; _ 

That the ſentence of the ſanbedrim was a lopal ſendenpe! and 
that the holy Jeſus was juſtly condemn'd as a blaſphemer ; let 
him take heed; leaſt, contending for Mfallibility, he forfeits 
his chriſtianity. 
However, for arguments ſake, ſuppoſe It were granted; that 
the Jewiſh Church was infallible; mũuſt it thence be inferred ; ; 
that the chriſtian Church hath the ſame priviledge ? Yes doubt- 
leſs, thinks this Miſſioner. For to her Bach been given à cove- 
nant with better promiſes. True! But was infulkbility any of 
thoſe promiſes? This onght not to be ſuppoſed but proved. 

But now let it be further granted; that the chriſtian Church 
7s infallible, What's this to the Church of Rome? Is there no 
other Church beſides the Roman? Or, Is ſhe only the true Church 
of 'Chrift ? Let the Miſſioner prove this; and 7 Shall moſt write 
lingly hear him. Miſhoner's Anſwer, p. 15. 

Secondly, He fills up his pages with ſeveral other places out of 
the old teſtament. Which I ſhall only tranſcribe, and then it 
will ſufficiently appear they are nothing to his purpoſe. 

He tells us, the Church ſhall be lie a mountain upon the 
*« top of mountains, Iſa. 22. Like a tabernacle ſeated in the ſun, 
b Pr 18. 4. That all nations ſhall flow unto her. That tings ſhall 
ce be ber nurſing fathers, and queens her nur ling mothers, Iſa. 49. 
* 23. That all the ends of the earth ſpall remember and turm unto 
the Lord, and all the kindred of the nations ſhall worſhip before 
« him.“ Pal. 22, 27. 

| Beſides theſe plain drophBdies which (ſpeak not one word of 

the- mn of the Church of Rome but) only ſhew fb! = 
_ 1 ity 
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- bility, univerſality and durance of the chriſtian church, which 
are not now the diſpute, and therefore ſhall be conſider'd when 
occaſion is offered;  _ Ott 

I ſay, beſides theſe, we are told that in this houſe of the 
« God of Jacob, he himſelf will teach us his ways; and will judge 
« among ſt the nations, Iſa. 2. 3, 4. And then certainly we ſhall 
<< neither be taught an error, nor have a wrong ſentence. Mz/- 
froner's Anſwer, p. 12, 13. Is 

+ Thats granted. God will certainly teach us truth. And we 
v ſhall never err. Provided, that we follow his inſtructions. 

£ Nov all extraordinary ways being ceaſed, the divine wiſdom. 

| ordinarily doth inſtruct us only by the ſcriptures. Which, as 
St. Peter hath admoniſhed us, are a more ſure word of prophecy 
than a voice from heaven. Whereunto ye do well that ye take 

heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark place. 2 Pet. 1. 19. 

Theſe holy ſcriptures are the good old way. By walking in 

which the way-faring men, though fools, ſhall not err. Iſa. 35.8. 

1 Miſſioner's Anſwer, p. 12. 21, 22. For the teſtimony of the 

I Lord is ſure, and giveth wiſdom unto the fimple. Pſal. 19. 7. 

q But now if the Church of Rome, for inftance, ſhall leave this 
| good old way of truth, to wander in by-paths of her own ; if ſhe 

f ſhall neglect, vilify and forſake the holy ſcriptures, to follow 

> _ her own blind traditions; tis not her confidence that ſhe is in 

7 on right, that can keep her out of the dr7ch, or ſecure her from 

Ing. 1 e 

««' He tells us moreover; That God will not be wroth with his 
e Church, neither ſhall bis kindneſs depart from her, nor the co- 
e wvenant of his peace be removed. That all her children ſhall be 
te taught of the Lord. That ſhe ſball be eflabliſhed in rigteouſneſs. 
* That whoſcever ſhall gather together againſt her, ſhall fall for 
ber ſake. And that every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt her in 
« judgment ſball be condemned by her, This is the beritage of the 

"6 | E 2 | « ſervants 


(18) 
& ſervants of the Lord and their righteouſneſs | is of me en we 
c Lord. Iſa. 54. 
« Furthermore he tell us, | that God bath 4 a oorniine 
« with his Church. That bis ſpirit ſhall be upon her, and his 


&« words which he hath put into her mouth, ſhall not depart out of 


* her mouth, nor out of the mouth of her ſeed, nor out of the 
« mouth of her ſeeds: feed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and 


« for ever, Iſa. 59. 20, 21. You ſee here. a promiſe to the 
6 Church in all ages, that ſlie ſhall ſpeak the very words which 


«© God ſhall put into her mouth, and therefore no errors. p. 13. 


To all this flouriſh I briefly reply i in the words of Mr. Chil- 


lingworth. 

If the Church of Rome be Zim and they that turn from 
te iniguity in Jacob, they may have title to this covenant. If 
« not; they mult. forbear, and leave it to the Jews after their 
« converſion : To whom it is appropriated by a more infallible 
< interpreter than the I mean St. Paul, Rom. 11. 26. 
« And it ſeems the Church 5 Rome alſo believes as much; for 
© otherwiſe why does ſhe in the margin of her bible, ſend us 
<« to that place _ St. Paul for an expoſition ?”! 2 Additional ww 
courſes, p. 30. 21/1] 10 

Out of the New Teſtament he hath cited ſeveral texts, which I 
ſhall ſet down in their order, with ſhort remarks upon them. 


Matth. 16. 18. Upon this rock Iwill build my Church: and 


« the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. pag. 13. 

This text hath been ſo often and ſo fully anſwer d, that I ad- 
mire the confidence of this Miſſioner, who at this time can pre- 
tend to urge it. 


In ſhort. This text is a promiſe of the yorperuity, of the ca- 


tholic Church: But not of the ae (no: nor the e 
of the Roman Church. 

Matth. 28. 20. And L am avith you hat. even unto the 
< end of the world, Amen. What 
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(19) 
What you ? Only you of the Church of Rome? Are there no 
other paſtors and teachers beſides you in the Church of Chriſt ? 
But doth preſence ſignify infallibility? Hath he not promiſed; 
Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am J 


in the midſt of them, Matth. 18. 20. And are all ſuch aſſemblies 


infallible ? 

« John 14. 16. I will pray the father, and he ſball give you 
« another comforter, that he may abide with you for ever. 

« Ver, 17. Even the ſpirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
©< receive. 

e Ver. 26. He ſhall teach you all things, and bring all things 
& to your remembrance, whatſoever 1 have ſaid unto you. 

e Chap. 16. ver. 13. When he the ſpirit of truth is come, he 
cc ail guide you into all truth: for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf; 
te but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak; and he will 
te ſhew you things to come. 

What hath the Church of Rome to do with theſe ſcriptures ? 
Did the Church of Rome ever hear the ſermons and diſcourſes 
of our bleſſed Saviour ? If not: How can they be brought to 
her remembrance ? Is it not therefore evident, from ſeveral 
paſſages in both thoſe chapters, that theſe promiſes do belong 
only to the apoſtles, who perſonally converſed with our Saviour, 
As being made to thoſe, To whom he had many more things to ſay, 
which they were not yet able to bear. To thoſe who had been with 
Chriſt from the beginning. To thoſe from whom Chriſt was now 
going away. And whom he had before told of bis departure. 
Laſtly, to whom the Holy Ghoſt was to ſhew things to come, A 
promiſe, which the preſent Church of Rome dares not pretend 
to. 7 | - | | | 
If here it ſhall be urged, that the clauſe for ever muſt needs 
extend this promiſe beyond their own perſons, and ſo to their 
ſucceſſors. To this I anſwer, 1 

1. This 
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1. This for ever fignifies no more than to the end of their 
lives. According to thoſe known forms of ſpeech, This is mine 
for ever; or, this ſhall be yours for ever, 

2. Suppoſe theſe promiſes had been made to them and their 
ſucceſſors? Had they no ſucceſſors but them of the Roman Church? 
This hath been confidently pretended, but was never yet proved. 

« Matth. 18. 17. And if be ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it 
« unto the Church: but if be negle# to * the Church, let bim be 
« unto thee as an heathen. man and a publican.” pag. 14. 

What Church is this that muſt be heard? The Church of Rome 
only ? Nothing leſs. *Tis evident by the Church in this text, can 
be meant no other than that particular Church, of which the 
offending brother was a member. 

But ſuppoſe that by the Church were meant the Church of 
Rome, and that this Church of Rome were to be beard and obey'd. 
What then? Is ſhe therefore infallible? Are all thoſe that are 
to be heard and obey'd infallible ? Are not kings and parents 
and maſters and prelates and abbots; are not all theſe to be 
heard and obey'd? And are all theſe infallible ? 

*« Matth. 28. 19. compared with Mark 16. 15, 16. Go ye 
« therefore and teach all nations and preach the goſpel to 
« every creature. He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be 
e ſaved; but be that believeth not ſhall be damned. p. 1 

What then? Therefore the Church of Rome 7s infallible. This 
is ſuch a d en as Euclid never dreamed on. 

« 1 Tim. That thou mayeſt know how thou oughteſt to 
« behave thyſe if 3 in the houſe of God, which is the Church of the 
« living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. Nay! even 

icular churches, as ſound parts and members of the catholic, 


and the biſhops of thoſe churches, may be adorned with that 
title, 


But 


(21) 

But what's this to the Church of Rome ? Which is neither the 
catholic Church, nor a ſound member of it. 

Indeed had Timothy been biſhop of Rome, I ſhould then have 
been obliged to examine, how and in what ſenſe a particular 
Church may be called, tbe pillar and ground of the truth, with- 
out being infallible. But ſince he was biſhop of Epheſus and 
not of Rome; and ſince the infallibility of Rome and not of 
Epheſus is to be proved, there is no occaſion for that inquiry. 

« Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, 14. And he gave ſome, apoſtles : and 
& ſome prophets: and ſome, evangeliſts : and ſome, paſtors and 
« teachers; for the perfetting of the ſaints———that we henceforth 
« be no more children, toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 
« every wind f doctrine, by the fleight of men, and cunning 
« craſtineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive : but ſpeaking the 
« truth in love, may grow up in him in all things, who is the 
« bead, euen Chriſt.” p. 14. 

Amongſt all theſe orders here's no mention of an infallible 
judge of controverſies, much leſs that this judge is only to be 
found in the Church of Rome. 

And thus I have briefly ſhewed, how impertinently theſe 
ſcriptures have been urged by this Miſſioner. When I ſay in- 
pertinently I do not thereby blame the conduct of this writer 
(who hath taken the true method to defend his Church) but by 
that word do only expreſs the weakneſs of his cauſe. Which 
hath been ſo often and ſo effectually expoſed, that it may well 
puzzle, even the ſkill of a Miſſioner, to make a decent defence. 
And indeed it is no little ſurprizing to obſerve, how perplexing 
and confuſed an anſwer is hereby given, to the moſt plain and 
eaſy queſtion. . 

The Plain Man having often been admoniſhed, to return (as 
they phraſe it) into the boſom of the Church of Rome; and as a fur- 
ther inducement to haſten his change, having been aſſur'd, 72 > 

Churc 
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_ Church of Rome is infallible; and that Proteſtant Churches, for 


want of this if,allibility, are neither able to interpret ſcripture, 
nor compoſe differences in matters of faith: I ſay being thus 
admoniſhed, he makes this ſhort reply, 412. That if the Church 
of Rome is infallible, as they pretend, it would be a ame 
charity to inſtruct him in this matter. 

This is the ſubſtance of that little treatiſe. Which ene is no 
other than a paraphraſe. upon this queſtion: 

ce Who is this infallible judge, that ſo upon occaſion. 1 may con- 
« ſult him? Tell me diſtinctiy: Who is this unerring guide ? 
« Where may I find him? And I do faithfully promiſe to reſign 
«« mylelf to his conduct. Plain Man's Reply, p. 12, 13. 

Obſerve now what anſwer the Miſſioner hath given to this im- 
portant queſtion. Pray mark it: Tis worth your notice. 

« Miſtake me not I pray, I tell you diſtinctly, that the Church 
« is my infallible guide. And this Church is to be found ſpread 
ce over the face of the whole world. I may therefore ſecurely 
<« rely upon what ſhe teacheth, without troubling myſelf to 
&« ſearch whether this or that particular perſon! in ber be infallible 
e: or no.“ Miſſioner's Anſwer, p. 16. 

A moſt learned determination. And very mods; no Aube 
to the ſatisfaction of the Plain Man. For whoſe further inſtrue- 
tion, I do thus expoſtulane un this nne. mY 


The Country Parſon to the Miſſioner, an! 
OU fay, Sir, the Church is my infallible guide, \Pray; ts 
do you mean by this Church? Is it, in your language, the 
teaching Church, or the learning part of the Church? p. 14. 


Or, in more proper terms, is it the Church repreſentative, or the 


Church diſfufve? Sure not the Church difuſive; for that com- 
prehends every private chriſtian, even the moſt ordinary mecha- 


nic, And in caſe of differences about the ſenſe of ſcripture, or 


any 
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any divinely revealed truths, 1 hope theſe are no fit perſons 70 

Prong the difference, and end the controverſy. Miſſioner's An- 
wer. p. 10 

It 8 therefore, that the W repreſentati ve is this in- 
fallible guide. And then our next thought is to enquire ; who 
this. infallible repreſentative i is? And tho' you aſſured the Plain 
Man, that he may ſecurely rely upon what the Church 
“ teacheth, without troubling himſelf to ſearch whether this or 
te that particular perſon in her be infallible or no” p. 16. yet 
in contradiction to your ſelf you are forced to declare; 

« That a general council, the ſupreme court of judicature, i is 
<< the legal infallible repreſentative of the Church. p. 18. So 
ec that whether the controverſy be about the ſenſe. of. ſcripture, 
te or about the canon of a council, there muſt be a living judge 
<«. to determine it; and this I fay, is. the Church i in her general 
<* councils, in which ſhe is ſecured from error. 19. 

And. now why was not this acknowledgment made at the 
firſt? When the Plain Man deſired you to. tell him diſtinctly ; 
who is this infallible guide : why did. you not then roundly and 
boldly anſwer ; 7 7e/lyou diſtinctly @ general council is my infallible 
guide? Why ſuch ſhuffling and ſhifting in fo plain a matter? 

Doth not this evidently confirm the Plain Man's ſuſpicion ; 
that fince your diſcourſes about this infallibility are ſo various and 
uncertain, expreſſed with ſuch diſſidence and caution, be can ores 
= you believe it your ſelves? Plain Man's Reply. 

However at laſt you have taken the courage to . ; that 

a general council is thts li ving rnfalli ble judge, this unerring 

PE 
The truth of which pretence I do thus briefly examine. 

In St. Matthew's goſpel the Plain Man finds theſe. words. 

And be took the cup, a — thanks, and gave it to them, Jor- 


This 


ing, drink ye ALL E it. Matth. 26, 27. 
Re 
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This text, he obſerves, is controverted betwixt the two 


' Churches, and the ſenſe of it diſputed. 


The Church of England (in obedience to that laſt precept 
of her Lord, teaching them to obſerve all things whatſover T bave 
commanded you, (Matth. 28. 20.) hath thus debermnied. | 

The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the Iay-people : for 
Goth the parts of the Lord's Sacrament, by Chriſt's ordinance and 
commandment, oug be to be minifired fo all chrifiran men alike, 
ART. 30. 

But 8 Church of Rome (in direct oppoſition to our Lotd's 


command) hath thus decreed, in her councils of Conſtance 
and Went. 


Although 'our + Redobmby hath inſtituted the ſacrament in his laſt 
ſupper, an hath delivered unto the apoſtles in both kinds, Vet, the 


nod hath derrerd, that it ſhould be received for a law, that the ſa- 


crament be admi niſtred i in one kind. And whoſoever ſhall Jay, that 
the command of God, all the faithful ought to receive in both 
kinds ; let him be accurſed. Concil. Conſt, . 15. Ooncil. Tri- 
dent. Sef. 21. Cop. 2. 3. Can. 1. | 
Now my Plain Man deſires to be inſtructed, whether Church | 
is in the right? The Church of England which gives the cup 
to lay- people; or the Church of Rome which denies it. If 
his reaſon might be judge, he is then convinced; that the 
Church of England is orthodox, and holds the truth in this 
matter. For he thinks it very reaſonable, in the adminiſtra- 
tion of a Sacrament, to obſerve the inſtitution of our bleſſed 
Saviour. a 
But you Miſſioners do tell him, he mal not mage by ren 
but muſt ſubmit to the authority of an infallible judge. Well 
'tis now hoped at laſt we ſhall bring the matter to a — iſſue. 
..* You have declared; that whether the controverſy be about 
8 «© the fee of mo pure, or about the canon of a ' council, there me | 
ce e 


( ws ) 
* be a living judge ta determine it; and this you. ſay is a general. 
ec council.” Miſhoner's Anſwer, þp. 19. 
I demand therefore, and anſwer me diſtinctly. Is there any 
eneral council actually now fitting, which (by its infallible au- 
— f may explain this text, and determine theſe controverted 
canons, of the. councils of Conſtance and Trent? If there is ſuch 
a council, pray where. 1s it to be found ? In what part of the 
world are the fathers aſſembled? But if there is no ſuch coun- 
cil. Then there is no living infallible Judge, to determine this 
controverſy about half-communion. 

I am, not. able to conjecture, hat you can poſſibly ſay to this, 
unleſs you will be ſo. dull as to repeat your own words, v/z. 
% That as there is not any general council actually now ſitting, to 
te end our. controvenſies, ſo neither needs there any, the Church 
Having ſo fully expreſſed: herſelf in the canons an definitions of 
** ber preceding councils, and in particular in that of Trent. p. 19. 

I fay, to urge this would be dull and impertinent. For you 
your ſelf have. confeſſed ; that theſe canons of preceding 
% councils are but meer writings, and a meer writing. can be 
ino judge, tho? indeed it may be a rule. So that theſe de- 
te crees of former councils being meer writings they cannot, in 
« caſe of a controverſy ariſing about their ſenſe, determine 
<« themſelves and explain their own meaning. So that in ſuch 
«. a caſe as this, where there is a controverſy about the canon 
of a council, there; muſt be a living judge, which you ay, 
« is a, general council.” 

Now, Sir, to make application. Here is a canon of the coun- 
cil of Trent ( Sefſ..21, Can. 1 J that is controverted, and the 
ſenſe. of it diſputed. I do again beg of you to reſolve me: 
Where is this living judge, this general council, to determine 
a canon ? If there is none; then the evidence of truth doth 
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conſtrain me to pronounce, That there is no living infallible 

judge in the preſent Church of Rome. A 
Theſe things are plain and convincing, and admit of no re- 
ly. But ſome men, I obſerve, are not to be filenced. Theſe 
iſfioners are ſo trained up, even from their childhood, in 
the habit of wrangling (w. ich they call diſputing) that they 
will hold the concluſion in ſpight of all premiſſes. And you, 
Sir, for your part will be ſtill faying munen ge nothing 
to the purpoſe. For thus you go on. | 
You have ted; that when there is a controverſy about 
the canon a council, there 'muſt then be a living N to 
determine 3t': — council muſt be called. But, ſay you, 
y take notice, that we have no ſuch controverſy at pre- 
« fent. All perſons are agreed as to what this Church hath 
« defined, and the ſenſe of her canons is not controverted. We 
« ſee it in her we read it in her catechiſms, we hear 
<« it from her paſtors, &c.” p. 2 
hurry of words is here to no ſe? How! "The ſenſe 
of her canons not controverted? Were I not come to the 


very end of my paper, 1 would refreſh your ears on both 
hides. _ 

I could convince of your miſtake, ae Late 
ran council; Can. — Hareticis. Which hath at fub- 
ject of infinite debate and controverſy. I forbear to repeat it 
at large, for a reaſon that you know z and ſhall only demand; 
whether the d epoſing power, is the eſtabliſh'd doctrine of the 
* or no? The Papiſt reprefented, wad, 
fhall reſolve in theſe 5 1 Fur the authors 
« that are abettors of this doctrine, there are of A rn 
« nion three times the —_— That Kan, r af fuch 
* unn 


Hold, Sir, What a 


Stk 


(e)) 

I am not, at preſent, concerned to examine, how man 
theſe feu authors may be. Bellarm. adv. Barel. de Poteſſ. 
N produceth the teſtimony of near four/core for the Pope's 

temporal poem; and almoſt all of them do plainly own his 
power of depoſng kings. But be they more or leſs; tis fuffi- 
cient for my purpoſe; "hat fome do affirm what others deny, and 
conſequently ; that this third canon of the council of Lateran is 
controverted, and the ſenſe of it diſputed. 

I could deſcend to the council of Trent: and there remind 
you of Soto, Vega, and Catharinus ; who had large diſputes a- 

ut the ſenſe of that council. 

From whence the hiſtorian makes this remark.  * This 

« ſeemed to put all men out of hope to underſtand the meaning of 
* the council, ſeeing; the pri pes men Fouts e e in 105 . 
„ee e 

But I muſt confine myſelf to this 8 inks — us. 
Where indeed the queſtion is not de facto, whether you deny 
the cup to lay- people? For ve ſee it in your practice, wwe read 
i, in your catechiſins, we bear it from your paſtors, But 
the queſtion is de jure. Whether the Church of Rome hath 
authority, to null and contraqicꝭ the inſtitution of our bleſſed 
Saviour? And whether in o. ag: the Church of Rome is not 
miſtaken, hath not ball) e erred; and. ſoloft, her infallibility ? 
For, if in this, l her. inflan ge, ug an prove that ſhe 


hath actually erreq; tis toe d that ſhe is in- 
fallible. This 5, 6 point wherenr in in Man deſires to 
be reſolved. . SW. > 


And now, where is this Wing Judge, this general council 
actually now fitting to determine this controverſy ? I fay, 
actually now fitting ; for when the council is diſſolved, and the 


1 and fathers are in another world, it doth then ceaſe to 
a living judge. 


To 


(289) 


| To conclude, 


. 


Yu ttt ti 5010 


If as you oy, a general council is this infallible - ge "this 
unerring guide; then, ſince there is no general council _ 
now ting, it undeniably follows, that there is no living 


fallible judge in the peer Church of Rome,” 58 8 


de Plain Man to the Miner. i 
\HIS diſcourſe of our ate: againſt the infllibility of 


the Church of Rome, ſeems to me. "_ convincing ; FE 1 
and therefore I deſire your anſwer to it. Butte Firm “ 20 6 
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T H E 


Country PARSON's Admonition 


TO HIS 


PARISHIONERS. 


Perſwading them to continue in the 


PROTESTANT RELIGION. 


With Directions 


How to behave themſelves when any one deſigns to ſeduce 
them from the Cnuxch of ENGLAND, 


To which is added, 


A Dzerence of it againſt the Papiſt's Reply; clearly 
proving .that the Proteſtant Religion is grounded on 
REASON and SCRIPTURE, 


L ON PD ON, 


Printed in the Year 1687. Re- printed for J. and J. RivinoToN in St. Paul's 
| Church-Yard, and S. PARKER, Bookſeller in Oxford, 1751. 
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TO HIS 


F OU cannot but obſerve the reſtleſs importunity of the 

Romiſh clergy,” to gain proſelytes to their Church. And | 
'tis 1 that you your felves ere long may happen to 
hear from them. For they have different forms of addreſs, 
very plauſible and inſinuating, fitted to the capacities of all 
ſorts of perſons. And therefore that you may not be ſur- 


prized with theſe charters, nor impoſed on by their methods 
of deceit; 1 do think it my duty x to caution you againſt 


chem, by mein 45 to oblerre theſe tg directions. 


=O 30" FIC, 


4+ wes 9 If] 10 © $4 4 * 


S 1. A 


FAS Te Ag es: tr 


— —— 1 Ao ann — —2— 2 


* Ife. 
2. A modeſt Aa wie 5 your > tual Pg 


As to the jir/# of theſe, let me admoniſh you in the words 
of St. James; ſhew me thy faith by thy works, 


For it ſignifies nothing what men's profeſſion is, if their 


as of erroneous opinions: fince thoſe do as much, nay more than 
theſe, occaſion his damnation. 

I do thertfore beg of you] that asf{ybu fs profeſs our 2 
members of the Church * England, ſo you would take 
care that your lives and e ̃ en ons may be anſwerable to it 
dofrine. [EK © T 

The ſum of which doctrine, as it relates to dee you 
do find in the church-catechiſm, in Aan to thoſe #40 Queſ- 
tidps ; at wht gy Take t ik thy 722 oo 
earls ee aber, ? land 


read, _ ſeriouſly to dar And when =4 the affiſtance 


a, expoion % Toll bo 


1 0 ', WER Perle bath, fo en e 72 * 

17 75 5 es bo TEM 70 7 all be 7 75 even that, 5 * be 
7c Heh who, ASHE, a right uſe of that 

odge which God hath given him: he hs 
8 and is truly thank ful for it, 4h bim ſhall 

be given more. Ann e \F Dy hath. not 8.5 0, He Who hath not, 

made a right uſe and improvement of his grace or knowledge; 


fron him ſhall be taken, even that which he hath, f 
ut 


(r) 

- But becauſe. you muſt not expect, that God ſhould now 
teach and inſtru you in an extraordinary and miraculous man- 
ner, as he did the apoſtles, but medzately, and in the uſe of 
means: you are therefore to conſider what thoſe means are, 
which God hath appointed for your direction and inſtruction. 
The chief of which (to omit others) is, 

A modeſt dependence upon the miniſterial function. 

I ſhall not now inſiſt upon the public offices of the Church, 
nor your obligation to attend them; as prayers, ſucraments, 
preaching, &c. but ſhall, only direct you how: to behave: your- 
ſelves, when any one deſigns to ſeduce you from the commu- 
nion of the Church of England. 

And the expedients I would propoſe, are theſe, 


1. Let it be your earneſt and daily prayer unto God, to give 
you his grace, 10 hold faſt the profeſſion of your faith, without wa- 
vering; that you may continue in the ſame unto your lives end. 

2. When you read the holy ſcriptures, and do find ſome 
place which is too difficult for you, do not then pretend to in- 
terpret it yourſelves. But beg the direction of your ſiritual 
guide; and deſire him to, ſhew you how it is to be underſtood. 
3. As far as poſſible avoid all diſputes. about religion. Be not 
carried about with every wind of doctrine. Epheſ. 4. 14. i. e. 
Do not hearken to the whiſpers of every bold pretender. 


Which to perſons of your capacity is very ſeaſonable advice. 
For, to convince gainſayers, and to anſwer objections, is a matter 
of ſkill and exerciſe: And: therefore you (being a working 
people, who ſweat for your daily bread) may with great mo- 
deſty acknowledge to your catholic Miſſionary, that you have 
neither leiſure nor ability for ſuch diſputes. And conſequently 
you may deſire him, ſince he is diſpoſed to diſcourſe of * 
G 2 at 
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(6 )) 
that he would rather help your devotion, than diſturb your belief. 

You may aſſure him, That you ſhall not think your faith the 
leſs firm and orthodox, becauſe you cannot return an extempo- 
rary anſwer to the | 407 np objections of a n ad- 
verſary. 8 1 11015901 

Tis poſſible that ſuch a ſubtle diſpt utant, as he bs might 
pretend to prove to you; that graſs is not ae And he might 
urge ſuch arguments as would really baffle you; and to which 
you could not return any tolerable 1 But yet for all his 
ſophiſtry, though he might ſilence, he would not ſatisfy. For 
you would ſtill believe your ſenſes, and could not think it 1 
any other colour. 

If this will not make him to deſiſt; but that he will l 
be urging the great priviledges of the Romiſh Church : The ſecu- 
rity of her faith; the excellency of her devotion , the 3 learn- 
ing 2 iety of ber clergy, &c. To this you may reply, 

That you underſtand very little of the priviledges of the 
Church of Rome. That to know the ſtate of any foreign 
Church, requires more ſkill and reading than can be expected 
from perſons of your mean condition, That you'are members 
of the Church of England, which is a true catholic and apoſto- 
lic Church. That into this Church you were admitted by bap- 
tiſm; and with this Church you have held communion' in all 
her offices. And conſequently to ſeparate from this Church, 
without ſome urging cauſe, is downright /ch:/m. 

For ſobiſm, in the proper notion of it, is @ cauſeleſs ſeparation 


from that part of the viſible Church, of which you are members. 


And therefore he who hath a mind to make you his proſe- 
lytes, and will talk pertinently, and to the point; before he can 
pretend to invite you to the Church of Rowe] he muſt firſt 
convince you, that it is your duty to ſeparate from the Church 
of hut aan In order to 8 he muſt plainly prove, that 


the 


(7) 
the Church of England is no ſound member of the Church ca- 
tholic; and conſequently, that ſalvation cannot ordinarily be 
had in the Church of England: At leaſt not with ſuch ſafety, 
certainty, and advantage, as it may in the Church of Rome. 
To prove this he muſt convince you, that the doctrine of the 
Conch of England is either defective or falſe. If he pretends 
that it is defective; he muſt then ſhew, that there are ſome 
truths neceſſarily to be believed, as articles of faith, which the 
Church of England doth not receive as ſuch. And alſo that 
there are ſome ; neceſſary duties, or parts of worſhip, which the 
Church of England either wholly omits, or elfe doth not require 
under any ſuch neceſſity. And let him here inſtance to you; 
what thoſe articles and parts of worſhip are, wherein our 
Church is thus defe&:ve. | 
But if he affirms, ſecondly, That the doctrine of the Church 
of England is falſe, he muſt then prove, That the Church of 
England doth require ſome unlawful condition of her commu- 
nion; and that either in Faith or worſhip. Plainly thus: He 
muſt make it appear, that her faith is erroneous, and contrary to 
the written word of God ; the faith once deliver'd to the ſaints : 
Or elſe that her worſhip is unlawful, ſuperſtitious, or idolatrous. 
And let him here likewiſe give you an inftance, and diſtinctly 
ſhew you, what particular article of our faith is thus erroneous : 
And what particular part of our worſhip he thinks un/awf/. 
And when he hath made his exceptions, you may then tell 
5. That your memory is but ſhort; and if he pleaſe therefore 
to give you in writing what he hath now ſaid, together with one 
or ro of his beſt arguments upon thoſe points; you may then 
conſider them at your leiſure. 1 

If he refuſeth to give you ſuch a paper, ſuſpect him for a 
cheat, and that he comes with a deſign to impoſe upon you. 0 

| | trut 


5 


(8) 
truth doth not fear the light, but ſubmits its tenets to the ſtricteſt 
examination, 

But if he grants your deſire ; then bring that paper to me, 
and give me the opportunity to tell you my thoughts of it. And 
I do here beg and intreat you, nay (as one who muſt anſwer 
for your ſouls, if they periſh through my neglect) I require and 
charge all you in this pariſh committed to my care ; that you 
would be ſo faithful both to your ſelves and me, as not to be 
too confident of your own {kill : nor to think any argument 
unanſwerable, becauſe you your ſelves are not able to an- 
{wer it. 

In the affairs of this world, you do judge it prudent to con- 
ſult other men in their ſeveral profeſſions, phyſicians, lau- 
yers, &c. | 

Should ſome crafty companion pretend to your eftates, you 
would not at the entring of his action, grant him poſſeſſion ; 
but would conſult the learned in the /aw, how to defend your 
title. | 

Pray therefore do not part with your religion for a trick, but 
be as careful of your ſouls as you are of your eſtates. 

Let us bold faſt the profeſſion of our faith, without wavering; 
for be is faithful that promiſed. Heb. 10. 23, . 
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(8) 
truth doth not fear the light, but ſubmits its tenets to the ſtricteſt 
examination. 

But if he grants your deſire ; then bring that paper to nne, 
and give me the opportunity to tell you my thoughts of it. And 
I do here beg and intreat you, nay (as one who muſt anſwer 
for your ſouls, if they periſh through my neglect) I require and 
charge all you in this pariſh committed to my care ; that you 
would be ſo faithful both to fern ſelves and me, as not to be 
too confident of your own {ſkill : nor to think any argument 
unanſwerable, becauſe you your ſelves are not able to an- 
{wer it. | 

In the affairs of this world, you do judge it prudent to con- 
fult other men in their ſeveral profeſſions, phy/icrans, lau- 
yers, &c. | 


Should ſome crafty companion pretend to your eſtates, you 
would not at the entring of his action, grant him poſſeſſion ; 
but would conſult the learned in the /aw, how to defend your 
title. | 

Pray therefore do not part with your religion for a trick, but 
be as careful of your ſouls as you are of your eſtates. 

Let us bold faſt the profeſſion of our faith, without wavering;. 
for be is faithful that promiſed. Heb. 10. 23. | 
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A 
8 E F E N C E 


Gray” Parſon! J Admonition. 


"HERE is a" paper called The Plain Mar' s fiber; &c. 
I which hath made fotne reflections upon The Country Par- 
Jon's Admonition. But how juſtly and with what ſucceſs (being 
directed to make ſhort work 2 t) I do thus briefly examine. 

The exceptions W 255 that little tract are, 1. General. 
2. 8 pectal. 

17 1, His general ExTeption, is againſt the perſon who gives you 
this advice. o, as he pretends, is not duly qualify'd to 
write 4dnionitions, becauſe e bs not infallible. For thus he 
e with me. | 

9 you do not pretend to ab onfalltility;\ and therefore if T 
ft reh, 17 n the miniſterial function, I ought, in caſe it can 

be . fil! feel out ſuth"a one as is unerring. (Plain Man's 
Anſwer, p. 3.) And again. But what ! muſt I fland to the 
direckia of the miniſterial f function? Can it ſecure me that the 
reverend divines of the Church of England have hit upon the right 
Senſe” of" ſeripture ? But T ſee they pretend not to ſuch an all 

bi 17 7 And fire, I mf needs tell you, that as when g 
make choice of A Pfei. an or lawyer, T love to chuſe the beſt : 
1f I muſt make thoice of a director, I muſt and will make choice f 
Pim, that can give me ſecurity that he nei ther can nor will lead 


me 


3 
* 


(4) 
me aftray ; for I do not love to 2 upon any thing that can de- 
ceive me. p. 
The ſum of which charge, when reſolved into plain Eng- 
liſh, 1s this, 1 
Theſe di vines of the Church of Eng land 64 ſo abdeſt) they 
dare not FONG to be infallible (for they know but in part, 
1 Cor. 13. 12.) and therefore they are not fit to be truſted with 
. the care of fall, D 175 not 4 * to ck nor regard their ad- 


d a 080 5 45 now Ibu; ee 


but make you FN 
But are theſe Miſfiners in carneſt whilſt they i ſinuate ＋. 
e hems when, than all 


can nor will decerve you. 


things? Do they really beliey 


this rate? To put them to the teſt; = 
Aſſe this very Miſfioner ; whether be. or any 1 ty 

Prieſt in the Church of Rome, is infallible ? And let him-not 

think to ſatisfy your doubts by declaring ; that he doth nat find 


any other, but thaſe called. Roman Catholicks, (hat offer, 2 2 
lenge it. pag. 2. What's this tg. the {purpoſe}; s need 
be told that they challenge to be infallible; e 207 rd 
pee their confidence. but expect their proof. elfen 

But now if this Miſſioner fhall acknowledg ge, that neither 
be nor any other private Prieſt is infallible, — I know. he 
dares, not 1 the contrary). you are then ta be. admg- 
niſhed, yk. his own principles, that, ſach, fallible and, MME 
guides: are not fit to be truſted... \_... 

Vou have lately been remin ed, not to * 725 faitb bon 
another's. ſleeve, unleſs you could he ſure that ſuch à one on who 
you rely, could not, nor —_— Pty decerve. 5 And 
5 ny good pariſhioners) ince ſomebo Lale 10 u 
pray do you conſider; whether it is nat la eien at to truft 
your own Parſon, than a fallible pretending Prieſt? > GT. 


(Dd) 


If this Miſſioner ſhall then further propoſe ; that cho“ he is 
not infallible himſelf, yet he can bring you to an infallible 
Church, and that's as good. To this you may anſwer ; that 
tho' your Parſon is not infallible, yet he can bring you to in- 
Fallible ſcriptures, and that's better. 

And tis pertinent to obſerve; that the Romaniſts themſelves, 
as well as we, do acknowledge theſe holy ſcriptures to be infal- 
lible : but we proteſtants do declare; ih the Church of Rome 
is not infallible, And therefore, ſince iu all doubtful caſes the 
fafeſt part is to be choſen (and that's ſafeſt, ſay the Prieſts, 
wherein both ſides are agreed) do you ſtick to the. ſcriptures, 
and let them take their Church. 

I ſhall not now enter upon the merits of the cauſe ; by exa- 
mining the nature of this pretended infallibility. Neither, at 
preſent, ſhall I take notice of thoſe reaſons, which are here 
produced by this Miſſione to ſupport it. I heſe, God willing, 
ſhall be conſidered in their proper place, vig. in my reflections 

upon the Mi ſioner's Anſwer to the Plain Man's Reply. Which 1 
hope, in due time, to publiſh, So much for his general exception. 

His exceptions in Hecial, are againſt thoſe directions, which 
by way of expedient I defired you to obſerve ; 

1. He is not well pleaſed that I ſend you to your prayers. 
To pray unto God to give you his grace; to bold faſt the profe eſ- 
fron of) your faith without wavering. Heb. 10. 23. | 

But this is to correct St, Paul, and not the Country Parſon. 
Who thinks it very proper (fince we are to pray in faith) to 
turn an apoſtolic precept into prayer. And being admoniſhed by 
the apoſtle to hold faſt our profeſſion : in an humble dependance 
92 the divine grace, we pray unto God to enable us to do it. 

However at laſt he gives you leave to ſay your prayers. But 
chen he tells you it muſt be in this form. F I be not in the 
right, &c, And if I be in 1 right, Ge. 


"Nat | 


(6) 
But will this Miſſioner allow his new converts to pray with 
theſe is and and's ? If he grants them ſuch 3 N 5 e 
N deſire them 1 to 127 0 this 1 emi bas Ans 


N the Church of Rome; of which T have now v profe 2225 my fir 


a member, is not a ſound catholic Church; but in any inſtance is 
erroneous, ſuperſtitious and idolatrous; Lord pardon my errors, 


and lead me into the way of truth. And if the , reformation of 


the Church of England, is juſt and worruntable, and agreeable 
to thy holy word; Lord open' mine eyes, that I may ena. 
my mifiake and return into ber mei. Amen. 100 


If here it ſhall be further . chat this cnligictat way 
of praying is indeed very fit for proteſtants, Who are not 
infallibly ſecure that their n is __ "IU ' rer apd: un- 
certain'z (pag. 3 1 * 

But theſe kind of prayers are never 10 be uſed by Ribas 
Catholics, who are certain that their faith is true; and that 
they are in the right, as being meme of an infallible Church: 
tell him, 22 Ar I 2 119495 4 411 

This is only to talk big, ant: to be: de in his own cauſe; 
For, 1. A man may be certain, and nod that he is in the right, 
without being infallible. | L 

2, There is greater uncertainty ;_ more diviſions and diverſity 


of opinions (and that in matters of faith) in the church of , 


than there are in the Church of Hng land. 

If he ſtartles at the charge, _ thinks himſelf ated: 
defire him (for his ſatisfaction) to return an anſwer to the learn- 
ed Dr. Stilling feet upon that ſubject. The IN 

2. Direction (with which he is likewiſe ee to find fr) 
was this; . 

When you read the holy ſeriptares; and do find ſome Place + whi 


Man's Anſwer, 


67 
15 too difficult for you, do not then pretend to interpret it your ſelves. 


But beg the direction of your ſpiritual guide; and defire him to 
ſhew you how it is to be underſtood. 


It ſeems this gentleman is reſolved to ſhew his {kill ; other- 
wile this expedient (for a reaſon that he knows) might have 
paſs'd without his cenſure, 

'Tis very ſurprizing; that a Romiſh Prieſt, who expects ſuch 


blind obedience to his dictates, ſhould yet be thus offended at 
this honeſt advice. 


But the reaſon is evident. 
For whilſt the good proteſiants of England are ſo kind to us, 


and ſo careful of hem Ghoer as. to own their clergy (as bleſſed 
be God they do, notwithſtanding all the arts of Rome to with- 


draw them from us) I ſay, whilſt they ſtick to their clergy, 


_ thro? God's bleſſing, they are certainly ſafe. 


As to the ſlavery of ſuch ſubmiſſion (which this author 
ſuggeſts) with reſpect to the Church of England, tis an invi- 


dious reflection. 

We do indeed deſire you. to take our advice. Net for that 
we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of- your joy: 
for f by faith ye fland. 2 Cor, 1. 24. 

Now the ſcripture is the only rule of our faith; and as ſuch 

(to uſe his own I we will land and fall 'by it. (Plain 
) And therefore (as he well ind you) 

ou muſt ſearch bits. e and ſoberly into your ſelves. (ib. p. 4.) 


mitate thoſe noble Bereans, who received the word with all 


readineſs of mind, and ſearched * W daily, whether thoſe 
thoſe things were fs. Acts 17. 1 


But to what purpoſe (thinks this author) do you read the 


ſeriptures, which neither you, nor your clergy, can pretend to 


interpret ? - 
And why not ? cannot the divines of the Church of e, 
an 


land interpret ſcripture as well as the prieſts of the Church of 
Rome? No, ſaith he, becauſe they are not infallible ; (and thus 
he upbraids us at leaſt fen times in this very anſwer). F 

But what ſtrange impertinence is this? That thoſe men 
ſhould be thus concern'd for the want of infallibility in others, 
who have ſo little of it themſelves  _. 

For is there any thing more fallible and contradicting, than 
thoſe vaſt volumes of popiſh commentators, that even make 
our ſhelves to crack? And yet all theſe, fallible as they are, 
owned and publiſhed, with the uſual approbations, and per miſſu 
ſuperiorum. 1 53 

Now had I leiſure to expoſtulate, I would deſire this Miſ- 
fioner (who writes to me in your name) to refolve me; that 
fince it would be very profitable for all chriſtians, that the ſcrip- 
tures ſhould be :nfallibly interpreted; why doth the Church of 
Rome employ particular doctors to interpret them fal/ibly ? Why 
are ſuch different and contradiQory expoſitions publiſhed by her 
authority? Why doth ſhe not rather petition his Holineſs, or 
whoever elſe is beſt able to do it, to explain them 7nfallibly ? 
Why doth ſhe h:de her candle under a buſhel, and keep ber talent, 
of interpreting ſcripture. infallibly, wrapt up in a napkin? How 
ſuch unfaithfulneſs can be anſwered to her lord and maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt, I leave him ſadly to conſider. To him that knoweth to 
do good and doth it not, to him it is fin. James 4. 17. 

3. I did direct you; as far as poſſible ta avoid all diſputes 
about religzon. And thus far he allows you to follow my advice. 
For he hates contentions, heats and antmofities, And indeed fo 
do I, as being fully convinced, that it is much more profitable, 
both for me and my pariſh, to ſpend my time in devotion and 
practical diſcourſes, than in theſe unpleaſing diſputes. g 

And I have great reaſon to affirm; that the reſt of my bre- 
thren of the Church of England are likewiſe of the ſame mind. 


But 


(9) 


But ſince the importunity of others, in ſeducing our people, 
hath forced us to it, we dare not now be filent : and think our 
ſelves obliged as good ſhepherds, not only to feed our flocks, 
but alſo to keep them from wandring into Oy parts, and to de- 


fend them from thoſe that would lead them aſtray. 
To his exceptions againſt my fourth expedient J do thus reply. 

That it will be time enough to enquire after the priviledges of 
the Roman Church, when you are firſt convinced; that it is your 
duty to leave the communion of the Church of England. 

Now whoever would perſwade you to ſuch a ſeparation (I told 
you if he will proceed rationally and to the purpoſe) he muſt 
firſt convince you; © that the Church of England is no ſound 
« member of the Church catholic : but that her doctrine is 
te either defeive or falſ . 

- If he pretends that it is defefzve ; he muſt then ſhew, that 
& there are ſome truths neceſſarily to be believed, as articles of 
* faith, which the Church of England doth not receive as ſuch. 
« And alſo that there are ſome neceſſary duties, or parts of 
% worſhip, which the church of England either wholly omits, 
ce or elſe doth nor require under any ſuch neceſſity.” 

But if he affirms, ſecondly, That the doctrine of the Church 
4 of England is falſe, he muſt then prove; that the Church of 
« England doth require ſome unlawful condition of her commu- 
« nion; and that either in faith or worſhip. Plainly thus. 

c He muſt make it appear that her faith is erroneous and con- 
te trary to written word of God; The Faith once deliver'd to the 
« Saints. Or elſe that worſhip is unlawful, ſuperſtitious or 
« 1dolatrous.. | | | 

All this indeed he thought' very reaſonable. And becauſe he hath 
20 leiſure for long enquiries, (p. 7.) I will not be ſo rude as to preſs: 
him beyond his meaſures. 


However: 


3 
However 1 muſt be ſo obliging as to aſſure him; chat when 


he hath found his arguments, I ſhall be ready to attend him. 


And now (my good Pariſboners) having diſpatcht this anſwer, 
let me thus briefly enforce my former. 


A DMONIT ION. 
7 


IS a ſerious thing to change your religion, Eternity de- 
pends upon it. And CET? 'tis an unpardonable error, 
guilty of raſhneſs in ſo weighty a concern. 
Be not perſwaded out of your ſenſes with confidence and noiſs, 
Nor do you preſently 8 A 8 that ſome men are in the right; 
becauſe they ſay it is impoſſible they ſhould be in the wrong. .. 

If they think to frighten you into their way by telling you; 
that you are otherwiſe damned: regard ſuch threatnings no. 
more than you would the ravings of a "pl For not he that 


commendeth himſelf is approved, but whom the Lord commend- 
eth. 2 Cor. 10. 18. 


Be not diſcouraged; nor ſuſpect the truth of your faith, be- 
cauſe at firſt hearing you cannot anſwer a ſophiſtical obje&ion. 
Thinking men, who expect ſolid arguments, may poſſibly be 
ſurpriz d, on the ſudden, with ſuch flender ſtuff. For even a 
child may puzzle a ſtateſman, at riddle my riddle, 

But theſe kind of tricks, when a little examined, how trifling 
do they appear! and ſignify nothing but the confidence of e 
who urge them. 


Remember this, and ſhew your - ſelves men. 


to 


THE 


CHILDs MONITOR 


AGAIN IT 


T. 


WRITTEN AT FIRST, 


For the private uſe of a child of a perſon of quality, who hath 
popiſh parents: and now made public for the benefit of o- 


thers, to prevent their being drawn aſide from the commu- 
nion of the Church of England. 


K 
— ——_ 


Little children let no man decei ve you, 1 John i. 7. 
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AGAINST 


% „ „ 


Un £44 f N a 

BN DN iin e ot n us 2 dren 
Am very glad to hear that you continue firm in your religion, 

and are ſtill a true ſon of the Church of England. I know 

you will be ſtrongly tempted to a change; and do therefore de- 

fire you to obſerve theſe following directions. 


I. Say your prayers morning and evening. Particularly beg 
of God to keep you by his power through faith unto ſalvation. 
And with your daily devotions repeat this m_ 
Defend me, O Lord, who am thy child and ſervant, with thy 
beavenly grace, that. 1 may continue thine for ever: and daily in- 
creaſe in thy holy ſpirit more and more, until 1 come unto thine 
everlaſting kingdom, Amen. 
I 2 II. Read 


and portions as are moſt eaſy for your capacity ; as 
Proverbs, the Goſpels, and indeed the whole New Teſtament , 
excepting the 2 the epiſtles to the Romans and He- 
brews ; which, till your judgment! is riper, you may let alone: 
only in the Romans the 12th and 1 zth chapters, and the 1 1th, 


Ty N 2 Las il. B. fa ai nil I Fill — 


would adi 
them. 


Timothy did know the ſcriptures from a child. And St. Paul 
aſſures him, they were able to make him wiſe unto ſalvation. 
2 Lim. 3. 13. 


III. If pour arents ſhould be nt w ou (as believe 
they will em: AFould 4 _ ©) bl Is go to 
maſs ; you may then make this anſwer. 

That you do moſt heartily beg their % ing, which you hope 
they will freely give you. But if they ſhould be fo barſh and 


II. Read- conſtantly the holy ſcriptu: | is 
the P/alms. 


unnatural as to deny it, yet ſtill do you beg it of them. And 


then do not doubt but that God will ſay Amen, and give go 
his bleſſing. . Vben my father and my mathe Yoga yer the Lon 
taleth Ivy up. Pſalm 27. 12 (adift; 

Vou may, with ſubmiſſion tell cam; that: tho! it is the cath 
of children to obey their parents, yet that duty is expreſſed with 
this limitation, In the Lord. Eph. 6. 1. Intimating, that if our 
earthly purents command any thing which is unlauful, we muſt 
then remember that we bes an heavenly. father. who com- 
mands the contrary.” And therefore being perſuaded that it is 
unlayful ſo to: do, you muſt not go to Wan tho ch do com- 
mad you, voy \ uu own bay vin ini | 
LIT A 5 ; N. If 
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(3) 
IV. i the vis ſhall then ſhew you the M; 72 or other popiſh books, 


and ſhall bid you look and read 'how pious and devout they are, 
and what cate prayers are contained in them; and whether 
it is not prejudice and perverſeneſs to neglect ſuch devotions ? 

I To this you may anſwer, 

| You do not doubt but there are good inſtructions in many 
popiſh books. But ſo there likewiſe are in the books of Jews, 
Turks, and Heathens. Cato's verſes, and Tully's offices are both 
excellent books. And there are many good things in the Al- 
coran. And Moſes his law we Chriſtians do receive and acknow- 
ledge to be from God. But what then? Muſt we therefore 
1 10 Heathens, or Turks, or Jets? They will not ſay that we 
muſt. By the ſame reaſon neither are you obliged to turn Pa- 
Piſt, becauſe there are many good things in popr/h books. For 
the queſtion is not, whether there are-not many good things in 
popiſh books ? Who denies it? But the queſtion is, whether there 
are not ſome things bad, as having no warrant from holy ſcrip- 
ture? And in ſuch a caſe our blefſed Saviour hath admoniſhed, 
In vain do they worſhip me, teaching. for doctrines the command- 
ments of, men, Matth. 18 


* If they ſhall next aſk you, mo thats things: are, either 
in the maſs hook, or in any other of their deyotions, which you 
think are bad, and contrary to ſcripture your reply may be this. 

That there are learned men in the Church of England, 
who can both tell and prove it to them. But as for your ſelf, 
you are but a child, and are not able to diſpute. Vou do there- 
fore defire them that they would as yet let you alone, and per- 
mit you to ſerve God, as you have been inſtructed in the 
Church of England. The which liberty you do with the greater 
confidence — 4 of them, becauſe 1 in the worſhip of the 8 

0 


the ſake of Jeſus Chrift ? 


(6) 
of England, there is nouns required of you, either to be Be- 
lieved or practiſed, which they, or their prigſis can pretend. to 
be unlawful. wing; i v8 
That this may appears defire them to 'confider, that reli- 
gion doth conſiſt of two parts; faith and obedience. As to 
your faith, you believe the apoftle's creed. And as to obedi- 
ence, the ten commandments are your rule. You know your 
duty towards God, and 7 = duty towards your neighbour, as they 
are expreſſed in your churcb catechiſm. You do remember. the 
promiſe and vow which was made for you at you Wille and 
which you your felf ratify'd in your confirmation. V WAG 1 
you may defire them to reſolve you, whether he; who doth 
renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the finful luſts of the fleſh? Whether he, 
who believes all the articles of the chriſtian faith ? Whether he, 
who endeavours 7o keep God's holy will and commandments, and 
to walk in the ſame all the days of his life? And when he 
hath offended God, humbly begs pardon in the name, and for 
hether he, who daily prays to God 
for grace and divine aſſiſtance, according to the directions in 
the Lord's prayer? I ſay, let them reſolve you, whether ſuch 
an one, who doth thus believe, and thus practice, may not come 
to heaven, tho' he doth not preſently turn papiſt, by believing 
the Pope to be the vicar of Chrift, and head of the Church? _ 


VI. Do not think any A unanſwerable, becauſe you 
your ſelf cannot anſwer it. Should any one bid you to At fuch 
a log of wood, or piece of lead, which being too heavy for you, 
you are not able to fir, will you therefore fay no man elſe can 
lift it} Whereas there are not only a great many porters who 
can carry it, but even you your felf, when you come to, be a 
grown man, may be able to do it. In like manner, thoſe very 
arguments 


(7. 


arguments which do now puzzle you, are not only anſwered 
by ſeveral learned men; but even you your ſelf, when your 


parts are ripen'd, and your underſtanding enlarged, may be able 
to anſwer. 


Laſtly, Go to your Miniſter, and deſire him to pray for you, 
and to give you his directions. Tis his work and buſineſs to 


diſpute and defend your religion ; 'tis your's to believe and 
prattiſe it. 


Wi: A. TA | 

In the Defence of the Plain Man's Reply, &c. pag. 17. line 29. for rigteouſneſs, 
read righteouſneſs. | 

Pag, 20. line 28. after pillar and ground of the truth: add pag. 14. The 


Church catholic, without controverſy, is the pillar and ground of the truth, 
Pag. 21. line 16. for euen, read even. | 
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